We also studied the presence of IL-6 in normal sera and in the sera One unit of IL-I was defined as the amount inducing a half-maximal proliferative response of the thymocytes.
IL-lfl was also measured using a standard radioimmunoassay punchased from Cistron Laboratories (Pine Brook, NJ).
TNF bioassay.
TNF activity was tested using a modified cyto- (optimal concentration, 1,000 U/mL) doubled this proliferation (Table  4 ). In addition, spontaneous proliferation was abolished by neutralizing antibody to IL-6 (Table  5 ). rIL-6 reversed the inhibitory action of the anti-IL-6 antibody and reinduced proliferation of myeloma cells (Table  5) . After IS days, exogenous rIL-6 did not enhance myeloma-cell prolif- (Fig 3) . The proliferation of the U266 HMCL was slightly increased in two of five separate experiments (Fig 3) .
In addition, anti-IL-6 antibody did not at all inhibit the proliferation of these HMCLs when used at a concentration inhibiting 500 U of IL-6 (data not shown). 
DISCUSSION

